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Wetland in GCC countries, 2023

❑ Wetlands are of vital importance to humanity as they provide most of the available resources for 
scarce freshwater.  Wetlands store more carbon than forests and help deal with floods and storms.

❑ Over the past fifty years, wetlands have seen an 81% decline in their numbers for inland wetlands, 

and 36% for coastal and marine species. Factors contributing to the decline in wetlands include an 
increase in agricultural land area and livestock production, water diversion through dams and 
canals, and infrastructure development.

1 PA suggested 1 PA registered

Number of protected areas (PA)  registered and suggested in the Ramsar Convention for Wetlands, in GCC 
countries, 2023
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The Wetland Reserve in Al Wusta Governorate in the 
Sultanate of Oman is the largest protected area 

registered in the GCC in 2023 in terms of area, 

representing 68.8% of the total area of protected areas 
registered in the GCC Agreement.

GCC countries in the Environmental Performance Index (EPI) for wetland loss out of 180 countries, 2022

Country UAE BHR SAU OMN KUT QAR

Score 100.0 100.0 100.0 46.8 29.0 -

The Wetland Loss Index is measured as a ratio: the average annual loss of grassland area over the past 
five years, divided by the total wetland area in 1992. This metric only looks at total losses and not net. A 
score of 100.0 indicates almost no loss of wetlands, and a score of 0.0 indicates the worst levels of loss.

The most prominent joint efforts between the GCC countries in land use and vegetation cover

The United Arab Emirates 
wins the bid to host the 
World Conservation Congress 
organized by the 
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN)

2025
US$2.5 billion in support of the 
Green Middle East initiative and 
governance activities 
(dedicated from Saudi Arabia) 
over a period of ten years.

2022
At its twenty-eighth session, 
the Supreme Council adopted 
the Gulf Green Initiative for 
Environment and Sustainable 
Development

2007

Sources:
- Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
- Environmental Performance Index 2022, Yale University

3 PA registered22 PA suggested2 PA registered10 PA registered

- General Secretariat of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf
- Saudi Vision 2030 - Okaz newspaper (proposed protected area  for Saudi Arabia, 2022)


